
 
 

SEVENTH FLORENTINE WEEKEND 
Wednesday, October 6 – Tuesday, October 12, 2021 

 
Wednesday, October 6  
Arrival in Florence  
 

Thursday, October 7  
10:30 am  
Meeting Point Westing Excelsior Hotel 
Transfer by minivan 
 
11:00 am 
Tour of  Villa La Pietra to view the Medici’s Valois tapestry and garden 
 
The Valois Tapestries are a series of  eight large tapestries depicting festivities or “magnificences” held 
by Catherine de’ Medici‘s Royal Courts in the second half  of  the 16th century. The La Pietra Garden is 
one of  the most celebrated in Italy. A Renaissance revival garden, it reflects the tastes of  the large 
Anglo-American community that lived in Florence at the turn of  the nineteenth century. 
 

 
 
Afternoon free 
 
 
06:00 pm 
Palazzo Tornabuoni  
(Via degli Strozzi, 8)  

 

 

 

 

Palazzo Tornabuoni, a 15th-century palace in the 

heart of Florence, is today a very special owners-only private residence club. It played a key role in 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tapestry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catherine_de%27_Medici


the Renaissance boom of Florence. Its original owner, Giovanni Tornabuoni, whose sister was the 

mother of Lorenzo the Magnificent, was a leading banker and patron of the arts. A meticulous four-

year restoration between 2004 and 2008, conducted under the supervision of the Superintendence 

for the Artistic and Historical heritage of the city of Florence, has brought back the Palace to the 

splendor of its Renaissance origins.  
 
Welcome Dinner and Lecture by Dr. Rocky Ruggiero 

 
Friday, October 8  
 
11:00 am Uffizi Gallery  
 
Welcome in the Press Room by the Director Dr. Heike Schmidt and the President Countess Maria 
Vittoria Rimbotti. 
Presentation of  the restorations and the donations for the 16th century’s collection, visit to follow to 
the 16th century ‘s rooms with a special focus on the Madonna and Child with Angels (Madonna with 
the long neck) 

 
01:00 pm 
Light Lunch on balcony of  the Uffizi Gallery, in the panoramic terrace of  the museum 
 
Afternoon free 
 
7:45 pm 
Meeting Point Westing Excelsior Hotel 
Transfer by minivan 
  
Dinner at Villa il Garofalo, hosted by Countess Maria Vittoria Rimbotti 
 

 



The villa’s original complex dates to the XIII Century and was firstly owned by Dante Alighieri’s 

family where they most likely resided. The Portinari family then became the next owners. 

Other illustrious families followed until the end of World War II when Count Pier Francesco 

Rimbotti purchased and restored the villa to its original historical grandeur, still maintained today.  

 
Saturday, October 9th 
 
10:30 am  
Meeting Point Westing Excelsior Hotel 
Transfer by minivan 
 
11:00 am  
Palazzo Pitti/Boboli Garden visit : 
Guided visit to Palazzo Pitti and Boboli Garden with the Buontalenti Grotta, Fontana del Tritone, Sala 
di Bona, Gran Ducal Kitchen-Cucinone  
 
In case of  bad weather the programme of  the visit will be as alternative: the Palatine Gallery or the 
King’s Apartment. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Tuscan Apéritif  at the end of  the visit 
 
Afternoon free 



 
07:00 pm 
Meeting Point Westing Excelsior Hotel 
Transfer by minivan 
 
Accademia Gallery, Rotunda of  Michelangelo’s David  
Music Concert TIME FOR THREE 
 

 
 
Private opening of  the Galleria dell’Accademia for an exclusive Music Concert while feasting one’s eyes 
on the majestic statue of  David by Michelangelo, absolute perfection carved from a single block of  
imperfect marble. The statue was on display in the Piazza della Signoria from 1504 until it was moved 
indoors into its own rotunda in 1873.  
Though David is the centerpiece of  the collection, leading to it are Michelangelo's four unfinished 
“Slaves”, dramatic figures that seem to be struggling to emerge from the marble, as Michelangelo said 
his work was to reveal what was already in a block. The Gallery also preserves precious Florentine 
Gothic painting: gold- backed altarpieces by Giotto and his followers constitute an invaluable art 
collection coming from the most important Florentine churches and suppressed convents.   
 
Dinner free 
 

Sunday, October 10 
 
Montalcino and the tuscan wineries from the past to the future (full day tour) 
 
10:00 am 
Meeting Point Westing Excelsior Hotel 
Transfer by bus 
 
Tours of  the contemporary and innovative Tenuta Luce’s estate and the historical and famous 
Castelgiocondo’s estate with visit and wine tasting hosted by Marquis and Marchioness Frescobaldi. 
TheTenuta Luce vineyards cover an area rich in biodiversity, one of  the most suitable for the growing 
of  grapes. In 2016, following the latest acquisition,Tenuta Luce equipped itself  with a new winery, an 
underground structure perfectly integrated into the land of  Montalcino. 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Castelgiocondo is an ancient stronghold built 
in 1100 to defend the road leading from the sea 
to Siena. The property is one of  the first 4 to 
begin producing Brunello di Montalcino in 
1800, and its historic importance is represented 
on the label of  Castelgiocondo by the figure of  
a condottiere from a celebrated fresco of  the 
Sienese artist Simone Martini. 
 
Lunch at the Castelgiocondo winery. 
 
03:00 pm 
Guided visit of  the Montalcino’s Rocca and the iconic Abbazia di Sant’Antimo 
 

 
 

Built around 1300, incorporating the ancient city walls, the history of the Rocca is closely connected 
with the Abbey of Sant ‘Antimo first, and with the wars that saw Siena and Florence as protagonists 
then. Founded as a military defense castle, given its strategic position on the Via Francigena which ran 
along the nearby Torrenieri, the fortress is now substantially intact. 



 
 
Legend has it that the abbey was founded by Charlemagne, Charles the Great in 781. The king and his 
army stopped here on the way back from Rome as the soldiers were afflicted by an unknown pestilence. 
An angel appeared to Charlemagne, telling him to make his men drink an infusion with a local herb. 
The cure worked and the army was saved so the king decided to build the church in gratitude.  
Dinner free 
 

 Monday, October 11  
 
11:00 am Uffizi Gallery  
 
Special Opening of  the Maps Room, third most important room of  geographical maps all over the 
world, renovated thanks to the Friends and Amici. 
 
Presentation to the invited press   
 

 
 
A special speech by Maria Vittoria Rimbotti on the pandemia and how this has blocked art, museums 
and travels. Friends of  the Uffizi Gallery restart with energy giving back to the city an artistic and 
cultural itinerary that represent travel and tourism in the beautiful Tuscany’s villages, a unique theme 
from Goethe’s Italy Trip to the generosity of  the modern patrons. 
 
Free lunch and afternoon  
 
7:45 pm  
Meeting Point Westing Excelsior Hotel 
Transfer by minivan 
 
Farewell Dinner at Palazzo Capponi, hosted by Chiara Ferragamo  
 



 
 
 
 

Tuesday, October 12 
 
Free day and departure 

 

 


